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From Michael Jordan to New Graduates, Abel Serves With A Higher
Purpose
CEDARVILLE, OHIO -- From the rich and famous in one of America’s premier cities to students
quarantined because of COVID and young people visiting Cedarville University for camp this summer,
Tim Abel has learned a valuable lesson about meeting the needs of others: Serving others should have a
higher purpose.
Abel, who is originally from Canton, Ohio and now resides in Cedarville, is an event manager at
Cedarville. In his role, he coordinates with numerous service providers to make sure food and beverages
are on hand, the event location is clean and ready to use, technical and audio-visual services are set to
go, and arrangements are made for parking, traffic control, security and weather-related contingencies.
His expertise was on display the first Saturday in May when Cedarville hosted its 125th commencement.
He arranged for meals, tables, chairs, podiums, audio-visual, and livestreaming for special celebrations
by three academic departments. He also assisted in making sure Cedarville’s three commencement
ceremonies went off without a hitch at Doden Field House.
“I want to serve my client so they can have a powerful moment,” Abel noted. “We want the events this
weekend to be tremendous celebrations honoring students, faculty, and parents.”
In addition to commencement, Abel has served behind-the-scenes ensuring the smooth functioning of
Cedarville’s annual move-in event, Getting Started Weekend; the Golden Jackets athletics awards
program; the Multicultural and International Students Organization gala, and numerous faculty and staff
events. He also helped coordinate breakfast, lunch, and dinner delivery through Cedarville’s Caring Well
Meals service for students isolated or quarantined due to COVID.
Abel’s lessons in service have come from a variety of roles: midnight campus safety officer, assistant
director of church relations, bi-vocational pastor in Washington Court House, Ohio, and now in his
current position with campus experience at Cedarville.
But the role that taught him some of the most crucial lessons about servant-leadership happened far
from the cornfields in Ohio in the urban landscape of Chicago. It was during his years of working as a
doorman at an exclusive property along the famed “Magnificent Mile” on Michigan Avenue that the
concept of being a servant took root as he cared for celebrities, politicians, and Fortune 500 executives
in 1999 and 2000 while he studied at Moody Bible Institute.
“I met Michael Jordan, Walter Payton, Denzel Washington, Julia Roberts, Lyle Lovett,” Abel said. “The
rock band Metallica strolled by one day and spent five minutes talking with me. Mayor Daly was at the

residence attending a fundraiser for a sitting vice president (Al Gore) who was running for president at
the time. He asked how I was doing and wanted to know about me.”
While Abel appreciates the friendliness of his celebrity visitors, this job, in conjunction with a class he
was taking, taught him valuable lessons about the servant’s mindset.
“Many people who are wealthy are taught there are only certain people who talk to the servants,” he
explained. “If you’re in a mansion and you have butlers and maids, the one and only person who
interacts with the head servant is the husband or wife.”
Servants, instead, are taught not to interact or have eye contact, to be invisible, Abel explained. A good
servant knows how to keep quiet and not repeat what they hear in discussions around them.
“As somebody struggling to grasp the concept of servanthood, God used that job to help me see that
ultimately I’m a servant of the King of kings and Lord of lords, and I serve Him,” Abel said. “What I do
here on earth is service unto Him, and the Lord helped me see and understand that. When you serve,
you may not be thanked, appreciated, or even noticed, but ultimately our service needs to be focused
on Him.”
This same mindset guides Abel, who is in the middle of completing his Master of Ministry degree at
Cedarville. Once he’s completed his academic degree, he plans to begin a parachurch ministry that will
equip pastors and church members to care for the terminally ill and their families.
“Those with a terminal illness are in a position to lovingly confront others in a way that the pastor
cannot because this person is near death,” Abel shared. “They are able to say and do things in a way
that most can’t, and it will be received because of the situation they’re in. We want these brothers and
sisters to stay connected with the church walking with Christ in the middle of this terrible storm for their
support and encouragement and so they can shine the light of Christ.”
This future ministry will also support family and friends of those with a terminal diagnosis, walking with
them through the time of caregiving, through the loss of their loved one and beyond.
“After that loved one with cancer, Parkinson’s, Alzheimer’s passes, people will think, “That is sad, but
I’m sure Joe will be back in church and back to his old self,’ but most don’t realize that Joe is in a valley
on a journey that’s only half over. If the church stays connected through the illness, Joe won’t be in that
valley alone, but there will be brothers and sisters to walk through it with him. That connection needs to
be there, and if it is, there will be hope, love, and new life in Christ for that survivor and an opportunity
for the Gospel to spread that is unparalleled.”
As Abel reflects on the lessons he’s learned about servanthood, a bigger picture on life begins to
emerge. “As you’re growing up, you begin to think about fulfilling a dream, maybe wanting to become
someone who is served,” he said. “But that’s missing the point. Servanthood is honoring others, doing
the best for them, not trying to get something handed to me. It’s about serving the Lord. God has
blessed that.”
Located in southwest Ohio, Cedarville University is an accredited, Christ-centered, Baptist institution
with an enrollment of 4,550 undergraduate, graduate and online students in more than 150 areas of
study. Founded in 1887, Cedarville is one of the largest private universities in Ohio, recognized nationally
for its authentic Christian community, rigorous academic programs, strong graduation and retention

rates, accredited professional and health science offerings and leading student satisfaction ratings. For
more information about the University, visit www.cedarville.edu.

